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either event he was provided for. In this way the whole
country of Rajputana was occupied by the clans and septs
now find there; and their territories are now called
by us States ; but these States are constitutionally quite unlike
any others in India. For while everj-thing else in the political
order of India has changed, the Hajput States have managed
to preserve unaltered much of their original structure, built up
out of the needs and circumstances of primitive life. The
strain of incessant warfare in which these tribal sovereignties
were engaged from their foundation centuries ago until the
English peace of 181S, has served to keep tight the bonds
which held them together, without being violent enough to
break them asunder. Of course the original type has under-
gone some modifications ; towns have grown up round the
ancient foils ; the lands of each sept have gradually, and by
constant friction, rounded themselves off into distinct teni-.
tories; and the Chiefs have, in some instances succeeded in
modernizing their status toward the likeness of territorial
sovereignty. But on the whole there are probably few or no
political fabrics having any pretence to be called States, in any
part of historic Asia, which have suffered so little essential
change between the eleventh and nineteenth centuries, a period
which for Rajput^na was one long war-time, from the first
inroads of the Grhaznevi kings to the final pacification of
Central India by the military and political measures of the
English Governor-General, Lord Hastings.

During these seven centuries or so the Rajput elans had
various fortunes* The kings of the early Musalm&n dynasties
in Northern India pierced their country from end to end by
rapid rushing invasions, plundering and ravishing, breaking
the idols, and razing the beautifully sculptured temples, Budd-
hist and Brahmanic. But so long as the object of these
incursions was mere booty or fanatical slaughter, there was not
much to be got out of the interior of Rajputana. The Chiefs
retired to their fortresses, great circnmvallations of the broad
tops' of scarped hills, with three or four lines of defence,
strongholds which cost the enemy a siege of some twelve or
eighteen months, with the grand finale of a desperate sally